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Dear <name of MP>

On 20 October the Government announced that it is going to remove the mobility component of the Disability Living Allowance from people living in residential care homes. This change will affect 80,000 disabled people.

People use the DLA mobility in different ways. For some, it may be spent on adapted taxis to enable an individual to go to the shops. In some care homes there are schemes where people’s DLA mobility allowance is pooled and used to buy or lease a car which staff can then use to take them to see their family. Most care homes do not cover this cost and most will not be able to.

I believe the Government has misunderstood how this benefit is used. By removing it, people living in residential care will only have around £22.30 a week personal allowance. How can anyone be expected to live a fulfilling and independent life with so little money?

I am therefore asking you to write to the minister for disability, Maria Miller MP, to ask her to look again at the impact this will have on disabled people.

I understand that difficult decisions have had to be made, but by removing this benefit the Government is turning back the clock to a time when disabled people were kept out of sight and out of mind.

Yours sincerely,

<name of letter writer>

Source: Esther Foreman, Campaigns and Policy Manager, Mencap
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